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A statement regarding Freedom for Faith election forums in Victoria

The Victorian Council of Churches (VCC) is aware of plans by Freedom for Faith, a Christian legal think tank, to facilitate 88 election forums in electorates across Victoria in the lead-up to the Victorian State election in November. The forums will seek responses from candidates, especially regarding freedom of faith matters. 
 

The Victorian Council of Churches is not an affiliate of Freedom for Faith, nor is VCC involved in the organisation or promotion of these election forums. Nor has Freedom for Faith asked the Victorian Council of Churches to endorse these election forums.

 
While the Victorian Council of Churches is not involved in the Freedom for Faith election forums, the VCC affirms the value of churches working ecumenically and with a variety of different community organisations to contribute constructively to public life and participate in public conversations. Election forums can provide valuable opportunities for communities to hear from candidates, to ask questions, and to consider the issues that matter to their local communities. 

 
“Seek the welfare of the city … and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.” Jeremiah 29:7

Victorian Council of Churches – Member Churches

Anglican Church – Archdiocese of Melbourne, and Dioceses of Ballarat, Bendigo, Gippsland and Wangaratta; 
Antiochian Orthodox Church; Armenian Apostolic Church; Bulgarian Orthodox Church; Chinese Methodist Church in Australia;

Churches of Christ; Coptic Orthodox Church; Eritrean Orthodox Tewahedo Church; Greek Orthodox Church; Holy Apostolic Catholic Assyrian Church of the East; German Lutheran Trinity Church; Lutheran Church of Australia; Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church; Mar Thoma Syrian Church; Melbourne Church of South India; Melbourne Welsh Church; Melkite Catholic Eparchy; Religious Society of Friends; Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne, Dioceses of Ballarat, Sale and Sandhurst; Romanian Orthodox Church; St George Jacobite Syrian Orthodox Church; St John’s German Lutheran Church Springvale; Salvation Army; Syrian Orthodox Church; Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy; Uniting Church in Australia. 
