Victorian Elections - First Peoples and Treaty
Information available as on 2nd November 2026. 
Introduction

As churches, we approach this election with a responsibility to listen deeply to First Peoples, reckon honestly with our history, and seek policies that uphold dignity, justice and self-determination. This resource invites us to examine both what parties promise and how their policies enable First Peoples to shape their own futures. ‘Nothing about us without us’. 
The clearest policy divide is whether Victoria should retain and implement Treaty, or repeal its legislative framework and replace its institutions. There are also differences over truth-telling, justice, community control and care for Country.
This paper is designed to outline the positions of the major parties (Labor, Liberal, Nationals and Greens, and an additional note on One Nation). Liberal and Nationals positions are presented together where they have announced Coalition policy. 
Victorian Electoral Commission
The comparison distinguishes election commitments, standing party policy, and existing government measures. These are different kinds of evidence: an existing program should not automatically be described as a new election promise.
What is already in place?

Victoria’s Statewide Treaty commenced on 12 December 2025. Its representative institution, Gellung Warl, commenced on 1 May 2026. The election debate therefore concerns the future of an existing agreement and its institutions. 
https://www.firstpeoplesrelations.vic.gov.au        Treaty
 Gellung Warl brings together:
· The First Peoples’ Assembly: elected representation and specified decision-making responsibilities.
· An independent accountability arm: monitoring government progress on outcomes for First Peoples.
· A truth-telling arm: continuing education, healing and reconciliation.
It operates within parliamentary sovereignty, has no veto over legislation or government policy, and is subject to oversight including the Auditor-General, IBAC and Ombudsman. A separate process enables Traditional Owner groups to negotiate local Treaties. 
Elected First Peoples body launches accountability framework 
(National Indigenous Times,31 October)


The parties compared
	Party
	Treaty position
	Broader approach and commitments

	Labor
	Supports and is implementing the Statewide Treaty and its institutions.
	Existing government measures support Aboriginal community organisations, housing, health and wellbeing, justice initiatives and implementation of Yoorrook recommendations. These are government policies and budget allocations; they should be labelled accordingly.


	Liberal
	Coalition commitment to introduce repeal legislation within its first 100 days in government.
	Proposes First Nations Victoria, a standalone government agency working with Aboriginal communities and Aboriginal Community Controlled Organisations, with measurable outcomes and accountability.


	Nationals
	Shares the Coalition’s repeal commitment.
	Shares the First Nations Victoria proposal, prioritising healthcare, mental health, housing, employment and community safety.


	Greens
	Election commitment to defend Treaty against repeal or weakening, and support further local and statewide Treaties.
	Promises full implementation of Yoorrook recommendations, an initial $50 million, justice reforms, Aboriginal community controlled prison healthcare, and stronger Traditional Owner leadership on Country.


Sources: Labor’s Treaty announcement and government budget; Coalition parliamentary commitment and October 2026 policy statement; Greens’ 2026 election platform. Premier
Labor: Treaty implementation and community services
Labor’s established approach is to give First Peoples a greater role in decisions affecting their communities through Treaty. The government also supports the continuation of Traditional Owner Treaty negotiations. Premier
Relevant 2026–27 budget measures, rather than new election promises, include:
· $86 million within the Social Housing Growth Fund for First Peoples housing.
· Approximately $31 million for a new Wathaurong Aboriginal Co-operative facility.
· Approximately $13 million for The Nest, providing culturally safe early intervention support for Aboriginal children and families.
· $6 million to progress implementation and coordination of Yoorrook Justice Commission recommendations.
· $2.9 million for Aboriginal community-based justice solutions addressing over-representation and deaths in custody. Victorian Budget 26/27
The government has also announced that an infrastructure funding program for First Nations organisations will transition to Gellung Warl, which will operate a First Peoples’ Infrastructure Fund. Premier

Liberals and Nationals: repeal and a replacement agency
The Coalition has committed to introducing legislation to repeal the Treaty framework within its first 100 days. That wording matters: it is a promise to introduce legislation, whose passage would require parliamentary support. The repeal position was reaffirmed during October 2026. 28 October
Its proposed replacement, First Nations Victoria, would work directly with Indigenous communities and Aboriginal Community Controlled Organisations. The Coalition identifies healthcare, mental health, housing, employment and community safety as priorities, with clear targets and accountability for progress. The Nationals Victoria
The Coalition describes this as a focus on practical outcomes and frontline investment. Its current election plan also identifies ending Treaty expenditure as a source of savings, stating that dismantling the entire framework associated with Treaty -  including Gellung Warl, the Self-Determination Fund, which helps other Traditional Owner groups negotiate treaties, and the independent negotiating umpire, the Treaty Authority - would save the Victorian budget $247.8 million over the four years of a Liberal government, according to the state's Parliamentary Budget Office. Specific financial statements should be attributed to the Coalition rather than presented as independently established findings. Jess Wilson
The October statement does not specify the replacement agency’s funding, how community representatives would be selected, their decision-making powers, or what would replace Treaty’s independent accountability and truth-telling functions.
Greens: defend Treaty and implement Yoorrook
The Greens’ 2026 election platform explicitly commits to:
· Opposing attempts to repeal or weaken Treaty.
· Supporting further local and statewide Treaties.
· Implementing all Yoorrook Justice Commission recommendations, beginning with $50 million.
· Raising the age of criminal responsibility to 14, repealing the 2025 bail changes and life sentences for children.
· Having Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisations provide healthcare for First Nations prisoners.
· Supporting Traditional Owner management of national and state parks, greater respect for Traditional Owner water rights, and recognition of rivers and waterways as living entities. Australian Greens Victoria
Their broader standing state policy also supports culturally appropriate services, elected First Nations representative bodies, land settlements, cultural and language protection, and compensation for upheld Stolen Generations and stolen wages claims. These are policy aims, rather than individually costed election commitments. Australian Greens Victoria

One Nation
One Nation’s Victorian policy explicitly commits to scrapping the Statewide Treaty, abolishing Gellung Warl and ending its legislated funding. The policy page reviewed does not set out a comparable replacement First Peoples representative institution. 
One Nation Victoria
Questions churches could put to every party and local candidate
1. Self-determination: What decisions will First Peoples control, and how will their representatives be chosen?
2. Treaty: Will you retain its institutions? If proposing repeal, what precisely replaces each function?
3. Truth-telling: Which Yoorrook recommendations will you implement, with what funding and timetable?
4. Justice: How will your bail, sentencing and youth justice policies reduce Aboriginal imprisonment and deaths in custody?
5. Community control: Will Aboriginal community controlled organisations receive secure, sustained funding?
6. Country: How will you protect cultural heritage and strengthen Traditional Owner responsibilities for land and waters?
7. Accountability: Who independently assesses progress, and what happens when targets are missed?
A sample of church statements

2026: Catholic Social Services Victoria (CSSV) released its election statement titled Dignity, Hope and Drawing Closer to the Margins. CSSV Council Chair Cathy Humphrey urged all political parties to return to bipartisan support for Victoria's Treaty processes, noting such unity existed as recently as early 2024. CSSV launched a "Treaty Pledge" committing its member network (via the CSSV Reconciliation Working Group) to promote dialogue between First Peoples and non-Indigenous Catholics, advocate for policy reforms that uphold Indigenous dignity, and call on other Catholic bodies to support the Treaty. Read more here. 
CSSV is urging the incoming Victorian government to fully fund and resource Gellung Warl - the new First Peoples' representative body established under the Statewide Treaty Act 2025 - and enact all commitments under the Treaty.

An invitation to renewal: What Treaty means for the Church by Uncle Glenn Loughrey
(The Melbourne Anglican article)
Standing Tall for a Treaty (UCA Vic/Tas Synod)
Support for the Treaty process (UCA Vic/Tas Synod)

Other
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